United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
PAS 1796.2166.2933

December 10, 2004

Memorandum

To: Chief, Office of Environmental Evaluation, Minerals Management Service,
Camarillo, California

From: Assigtant Field,Supervisor, Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office, Ventura, California

Subject: ~ Suspensions of PrOduction for Aera Energy LLC

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the draft environmental assessment for
proposed Suspensions of Production for Aera Energy LLC (Aera), dated November 17, 2004.
Pursuant to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, as amended, the Minerals Management
Service (MMS) is required to balance expeditious and orderly mineral resource development
with the protection of the human, marine, and coastal environment. Granting the suspensions
would allow Aera time to conduct shallow hazard surveys and biological surveys on the Point
Sal and Purisima Point Units and to conduct administrative activities leading to the submittal of
revised exploration plans to the MMS. No physical activities would occur on the remaining
offshore units or one non-unitized lease during the suspension period. All surveys would be
conducted offshore of northern Santa Barbara County.

Shallow hazard surveys are high-resolution site surveys that are conducted to investigate the
shallow subsurface for geohazards and soil conditions in relatively small areas. Aera’s shallow
hazards survey would be conducted in five defined areas that range in size from 4-5 square
kilometers (1.5-2.0 square miles). Shallow hazard surveys are typically conducted by survey
vessels that measure 37-47 meters (121-154 feet) in length. A typical operation consists of a
ship towing an air gun about 25 meters (82 feet) behind the ship and a 600 meters (1,969 feet)
streamer cable with a tail buoy. The ship travels at 3.0-3.5 knots (5.6-6.5 kilometers per hour),
and the air gun is fired every 7-8 seconds. Geotechnical information is typically collected from
the sea floor to a depth of 300-450 meters (980-1,475 feet).

The MMS has determined that the brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis californicus) could be
potentially impacted by the shallow hazards and biological surveys that would take place during
the suspension period. The activities associated with these surveys that could have an effect on
the brown pelican include vessel traffic and use of a single air gun during the shallow hazards
surveys. Vessel traffic could be a problem if it were in close proximity to nesting birds or were
in an area where no traffic had occurred previously. However, no marine birds including the
brown pelican nest in the vicinity of the surveys, and vessel traffic of various types is common
throughout the area. Therefore, no effects on the brown pelican are expected from survey-related
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vessel traffic. Although it is possible that a brown pelican may be affected by the impulsive
sounds produced during the shallow hazards survey if a pelican were to dive immediately
adjacent to the air gun, this impact is considered highly unlikely. Therefore, no effects on brown
pelicans are expected from the shallow hazards surveys.

The MMS has determined that the activities associated with the shallow hazards and biological
surveys that potentially could have an effect on the southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris nereis)
include vessel traffic and use of a single air gun during the shallow hazards surveys. Although
sea otters may allow close approaches by boats, they tend to avoid heavily disturbed areas
(Richardson et al., 1995). Garshelis and Garshelis (1984) reported that sea otters in southern
Alaska tend to avoid areas with frequent boat traffic, but will reoccupy those areas in seasons
with less traffic. Vessel traffic of various types is common throughout the survey area.
Therefore, no effects on the southern sea otter are expected from survey-related vessel traffic.
The southern sea otters that have been observed on an irregular basis in the vicinity of Point
Conception since 1995 were located within 0.4 kilometers (0.25 miles) of the shoreline, in the
surf zone, and/or amongst the coastal kelp beds. For the most part, sea otters generally prefer to
feed in relatively shallow (<20 meters) water, but may dive to depths of 30-40 meters (100-120
feet) in search of food. The shallow hazard survey sites are located 8-18 kilometers (5-11 miles)
from the coast at depths from about 61-122 meters (200-400 feet) of water. Reidman (1983)
found that sea otters were not disturbed, did not relocate, and continued normal reproductive and
feeding behavior when exposed to the acoustic energy/sound generated by an experimental air
gun. Based on the location of the surveys in relation to sea otter habitat and findings by
Reidman (1983), no effects on the southern sea otter are expected from the shallow hazards
surveys.

From these analyses, the MMS has concluded that the activities associated with the shallow
hazards and biological surveys that would take place during the suspension period, will not
adversely affect the brown pelican or the southern sea otter. The Service concurs with these
findings.

This concludes our informal consultation for this project. Please contact Greg Sanders, at
(805) 644-1766 should you have any questions with regard to this memorandum.



References

Garshelis, D.L. and J.A. Garshelis. 1984. Movement and management of sea otters in Alaska. J.
Wildlife Manager 48:665-678.

Richardson, W.J. 1995b. Chapter 9, Documented disturbance reactions. Pp. 241-324. In: W.J.
Richardson, C.R. Greene, Jr., C.I. Malme, D.H. Thomson (eds.), Marine Mammals and
Noise. Academic Press, New York.

Riedman, M.L. 1983. Studies of the effects of experimental noise associated with oil and gas
exploration and development on sea otters in California. Report by the Center for Coastal
Marine Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz, for U.S. Department of the Interior,
Minerals Management Service, Anchorage, Alaska. NTIS B86-218575.



L orc,
S

',

£

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE
National Oceanic ant Atrriospherie Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Region

=01 West Ocean Boulevard, Sutte 4200

Long Beach; Galifornis 908024213

DEC 16 2y

ur T Pep,
) e

:
oy

Sraygs Of
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M. Mauvrice Hill

Minerals Management Service
Atin: Suspension-EA Comments
Office of Environmental Evaluation
770 Paseo Camarillo

Camarillo, California 93010-6064

Dear Mr. Hill:

This letter responds to your request for the National Marine Fisheges Service (NOAA

Fisheries) to review the Draft Environmental Assessment (Draft EA) for Sarnedan Oil
Corporation"s (Samedan) Suspension of Production (SOP) for 37 months within the Gato
Canyon Unit, located in the western Santa Barbara Channel offshore in Santa Barbara County.
NOAA Fisheries a)so reviewed the Draft EA for Aera Energy LLC’s (Aera) SOP for 31 months .
within the Point Sal Unit and for 34 months within the Purisma Point, Lion Rock and Santa
Maria Units, Jocated offshore in northern Santa Barbara County. NOAA Fisheries has prepared
the following comments based under the statutory authorities of the Endangered Species Act,

the Marine Mamma} Protection Act, and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act.

Endanger i C ).an i tection A

ct

Section 7 of ihe ESA (16 U.S.C. 8 1536(a)(2)) requires Federal agencies to consuii with the
Secretary of Commerce (delegated 10 NOAA Fisheries) 1o insure that “any action authorized,
funded, or carried out by such agency .. .1s not Tikely to jeopardize the continued existence of
any endangered species or threatened species . . . .7 See also 50 C.F.R. pari 400.

1n addition, whales, dolphins, seals and sea Jions are protecied under the MMPA and managed
under the jurisdiction of NOAA Fisheries. See 16 U.S.C. § 1361 et seq. According to the
MMPA, it is illegal to “take” a marine mammal without prior authorization from NOAA
Fisherjes. “Take" is defined as harassing, hunting, captunng, or Kkilling, or attempting (0
harass, hunt, capture, or kill any marinc mammal. "Harassment" is defined as any act of
pursuit, torment, Or annoyance which has the potential 10 injure a marine pammal in the wild,
or has the potential to disturb a marine mammal in the wild by causing disTuption of behavioral
patierns, including, but not limited to, migration, preathifig, nursing, breeding, feeding, or
sheltering.




In general, NOAA Fisheries concurs with ihé éffects analysis, monitoring and mitigation )
measures described in the Draft EAs for Samedan and Aera 1o identify and minimize impacts
to marine mammals and sca turtles. Please note that there have been extensive studies of the
impacts of seismic surveys on pinnipeds and whales conducted in the late 1990s and beyond
and should be included in the final analysis (e.g., LGL Limited environmental research

associates; LGL Report TA2230-3; May 1999).

We provide the following specific recomsmendations for marine mammals and sea turtles based
on the information provided in the Draft EA for Samedan. Note that these recommendations
can be applied to the Draft EA for Aera, as well.

1. Page 4-14: “The ‘taking’ of a marine prolected species constitutes an insignificant,
adverse impact.” This sentence likely refers to the pumber of animals “taken” as being
insignificant to the overall population number, not that the activity that caused the take
is insignificant. This should be described in more detail as the concept is mentioned
throughout the document.

2. Page 4-21: Please nioté that at 160dB re 1 pPa [rms]' marine mammals have shown a

behavioral response to received sound pressure levels of wnderwater noise.

3. Pape 4-21: “Animals entering the 160dB jmpact zone may be harassed, amounting to an
jnsigmficant impact.” If animals are harassed, then by definition this constitutes a
ayake” as defined under the MMPA, and authorization from NOAA Fisheries would be
required. We recommend changing the first two sentences referenced above 1o read as
follows: If no marine mammals occur in the 160dB impact zone, then the animals are
not likely to be harassed by the air gun.”

4, Page 4-21: Please change ihe following sentence to read as: “The stranding of multiple
apimals of the same strategic marine maminal stock or endangered or threatened species
may result in a significant impact 1o the overall population.”

5. Page 4-22: In reference t0 the “appropriaté harassiment authorization,” please note that
the permitling process will take some time and we advise the applicant 1o apply at least
8 months prior to the intended start date.

6. Page 4-22: Please clarify if air gun will be ramped up every time jt is stopped.

7. Page 4-23 (MPS-3): We recomimend changing NOAA ucertified” observer to NOAA
“approved” observer.



8. In addition 1o mitigation measures proposed in the Draft EA, vessel operators sheuld
adhere to the following guidelines:
Do not:
» Move into the path of 2 whale;
» Move faster than a whale;
» Make rapid speed or erratic directional changes, UNLESS to avoid collision with &
whale;
»  Get between two whales;
Chase whales

9, Page 4-24 (MPS-12): Please add; “In the unlikely event of a watercraft collision with a
maripe wammal, officials must immediately contact the NOAA Fisheries
Stranding Coordinator, Joseph Cordaro, at (562) 980-4017.”

1n conclusion, based on the mitigation and monijtoring requirements outlined in the Draft EA,
NOAA Fisheries concurs with the determination that the proposed actions may affect, but are

not likely 1o adversely affect marine mammals and sea turtle species listed under the ESA and
under the jurisdiction of NOAA Fishenes.

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA)

Pursuant to section 1855(b)(2) of the MSFCMA, Federal apencies arc required to-consult with
the Secretary of Commerce (delegaied to NOAA Fisheries) with respect to “any action
authorized, funded, or undenaken, or proposed to be authorized, funded, or underiaken, by
such agency that may adversely affect any essential fish habitat identified under this Act” In
addition, the MSFCMA provides that the Secretary of Commerce “shall coordinate with and
provide information 1o other Federal agencies to further the conservation and enhancement of
cssential fish habitat.” See 16 U.S.C. § 1855(b)(1)(D).

The Pacific Fishery Management Council has identified and described Essential Fish Habitat

. (EFH) for fishes managed under the Pacific Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (FMP), the
Highly Migratory Species FMP, and the Coastal Pelagic Species FMP, many of which may
oceur in the vicinity of the project area. '

Granting the SOP would penil Samedan 1o conduct 2 shallow hazards survey on the Gato
Canyon Unit and conduct adminjstrative activities leading 1o the submittal of a revised
Exploration Plan (EP) 10 MMS for subsequent technical and envirommental review. The
challow hazards survey will be conducted within a two square kilometer area and will 1ake
approximately 3.4 days. A single small air gun (20-in*) would be used as the acoustic soUrce,
which produces a sound intensity Jevel of 218 dB re 1 pPa [rms)’ and is deployed about three
meters below the surface.



Granting the SOP would penmit Aera to conduct a shallow hazards survey on the Point Sal and.
Purisma Units and conduct administrative activities leading to the submittal of a revised
Exploration Plan (EP) to MMS for subsequent technical and envifonmental review. The
shallow hazard surveys would cover an area that totals approximately 21-26 square kilometers,
and would take approximately 11-13 days. A single smal) air gun (20-in®) would be used as the
acoustic source, which produces a sound intensity Jevel of 218 dB re 1 pPa [rms)’ and is
deployed about three meters below the surface.

The proposed shallow hazards surveys occur within EFH for Federally managed fish species in
the Coastal Pelagics and Pacific Groundfish FMPs, as defined in MSFCMA. Potential adverse
effects may occur as a result of the acoustic energy generated by the air gun. However, the risk
of mortality or sub-lethal effects on fish and shellfish would be limited 10 eggs and larvae, the
random juveniles Of adult fish, juvenile fish associated with the occasional moving kelp mat, or
small portions of fish schools that may occur within 6 meters of the air gun when shooting
begins. Given the relatively small survey area and brief survey period, the proposed projects
will only have minimal effects 10 EFH. Therefore, NOAA Fisheries does not object 10 the
jssuance of the SOPs for Samedan and Acra pursuant to the MSFCMA.

Thank you for coordinating with NCAA Fisheries regarding these marine events. Please
contact Monica DeAngelis at 562-980-323Z or Monica.DeAngelis@noaa.gov if you have any

questions conceming this letter.

Sincerely,

L, Rodney R. Mclnnis
Regional Adminjstrator

CcCt

Ann Bull, MMS-Office of Environmental Evaluation, Camanillo, California
Jeff Childs, MMS-Alaska Outer Continental Shelf Region, Anchorage; Alaska
Christina Fahy, NOAA Fisheries-SWR :

. Bryant Chesney, NOAA Fisheries-SWR



- AMEDAN OIL CORPORATIO!.
1224 Coast Village Circle, Suite 36
Santa Barbara, California 93108 - 3788
(805) 565 -2234 FAX (805) 565- 2236

December 14, 2004

MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE

PACIFIC 0CS REGION
RECEIVED

Minerals Management Service -

Attn: Suspension — EA Comments DEC 15 2004

Office of Environmental Evaluation

770 Paseo Camarillo ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

Camarillo, CA 93010-6064 CAMARILLO. CA

RE: Gato Canyon Unit Leases OCS-P 0460 and P 0464,
11/17/04 Draft Environmental Assessment Addressing Suspension of
Production for Samedan Oil Corporation Operated Acreage

Gentlemen:

Samedan Oil Corporation (Samedan) has reviewed the draft Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the Gato Canyon Unit and hereby provides two comments on the assessment of
the proposed shallow hazards survey. Samedan submits these comments without waiving
any of the rights of the lessees of the unit and leases listed above, and specifically without
waiving their assertion that the application of the 1990 CZMA amendments to the
undeveloped offshore California leases constituted a material breach of those leases as
asserted in the Amber Resources case.

On page 4-26 in the last paragraph and continued on to page 4-27 the EA indicates that
Aera Energy and Samedan (now Noble) may share the use of the shallow hazards survey
vessel and equipment in 2005. All other mentions in the draft EA of the timing of the
survey for the Gato Canyon Unit are for 2006. In further support of this timing the draft
EA states that the Minerals Management Service anticipates the updated SOP will
become effective July 2005. Both Aera’s and Samedan’s April 2004 SOP updates state
that an SOP effective date of July 2005 would result in shallow hazard surveying during
2006, not 2005. Therefore, the reference to 2005 survey timing in the draft EA should be
corrected to read 2006.

Secondly, the combination of three mitigations described in the draft EA could adversely
affect shallow hazard surveying:

e MPS-1 states that the air gun will be turned off during the period in which the
vessel makes its turn to move from one line to the next.

e MPS-14 states that Samedan shall not operate the air gun in water in areas beyond
the boundary of those areas for which surveys are permitted for.

e MPS-15 states that Samedan shall, as possible, ramp-up the air gun to operating
levels at a rate not to exceed 6 dB per minute from 160 dB to operating level at



the start of operations or testing, when beginning a new trackline or anytime after
the air gun is powered down below 160 dB.

Based on past experience, we can report that it is not operationally feasible for a survey
boat to physically stop at the edge of the survey area prior to beginning each trackline in
order to perform the ramp-up procedure. In addition, coming to a halt could compromise
the position integrity of the cable streaming behind the boat. If no firing is allowed
outside the survey area, under these mitigations, the ramp-up process would have to
occur within the area to be surveyed. This will result in a portion of each line being shot
with an under-powered source. Therefore, part of the survey area would not be fully
sampled, placing the survey results in conflict with the requirements in NTL 98-12 that
governed Samedan’s 2001 shallow hazards survey execution plan. However:

1. When the survey boat finishes a line, the air gun can either be turned off until the
turn is completed, or powered down to 160 dB during the turn. Then, the air gun
can be ramped-up, per the mitigation schedule, in a ‘buffer’ area preceding the
next line to be surveyed. The buffer need only be as long as is necessary to
ramp-up the air gun from 160 dB to operational levels, estimated to be
approximately 0.7 nautical miles.

2. In the alternative, survey areas can be increased to incorporate a ‘ramp-up
buffer’ zone. ’

Please feel free to contact this office at (805) 565-2234 should you have any questions
regarding the above matters.

Sincerely,
SAMEDAN OIL COR?ORTION
ot = ek

Ronald G. Heck
California Offshore Projects Coordinator



December 14, 2004

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE
PACIFIC OCS REGION
RECEIVED

Minerals Management Service
Attn: Suspension — EA Comments
Office of Environmental Evaluation

DEC 15 2004

770 Paseo Camarillo
Camarillo, CA 93010-6064 ENV!ROéj\hszNHTlﬁtOE.V%&\UATION
Gentlemen:

SUBJECT:  PL-90029, POINT SAL UNIT
PL-90030, PURISIMA POINT UNIT
PL-90032, SANTA MARIA UNIT
PL-70080, LION ROCK UNIT
0S-07001, LEASE OCS-P 0409
OFFSHORE SANTA MARIA BASIN (OSMB)
OFFSHORE CALIFORNIA
11/17/04 Draft Environmental Assessment Addressing Suspensions of
Production for Aera Energy LLC (Aera) Operated Acreage

Aera has reviewed the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for Aera’s subject acreage
and hereby provides two comments. Aera submits these comments without waiving any
of the rights of the lessees of the units and lease listed above, and specifically without
waiving their assertion that the application of the 1990 CZMA amendments to the
undeveloped offshore California leases constituted a material breach of those leases as
asserted in the Amber Resources case.

First, paragraph five on page 4-27 of the subject draft EA states that Samedan has
submitted a proposal to conduct shallow hazard surveys on the Gato Canyon Unit
between July and December 2005. A similar statement in the Gato Canyon draft EA
appears on page 4-26 referencing Aera’s survey timing. The draft EA’s further state that
the Minerals Management Service anticipates the updated SOP’s will become effective
July 2005. Both Aera’s and Samedan’s April 2004 SOP updates state that an SOP
effective date of July 2005 would result in shallow hazard surveying during 2006, not
2005. Other discussions of the shallow hazard surveys in the draft EA’s correctly state
this 2006 timing. Therefore, the noted reference to 2005 survey timing in the draft EA’s
should be corrected to read 2006.

Secondly, the combination of three mitigations described in the draft EA could adversely
affect shallow hazard surveying:

DC: 1640355-1
Aera Energy LLC = 10000 Ming Avenue ¢ PO.Box 11164 o Bakersfield, CA 93389-1164 » (661) 665-5000 © Fax (661) 665-5065



e MPS-1 states that the air gun will be turned off during the period in which the
vessel makes its turn to move from one line to the next.

e MPS-14 states that Aera shall not operate the air gun in water in areas beyond the
boundary of those areas for which surveys are permitted for.

* MPS-15 states that Aera shall, as possible, ramp-up the air gun to operating levels
at a rate not to exceed 6 dB per minute from 160 dB to operating level at the start
of operations or testing, when beginning a new trackline or anytime after the air
gun is powered down below 160 dB.

Based on Aera’s past experience, we can report that it is not operationally feasible for a
survey boat to physically stop at the edge of the survey area prior to beginning each
trackline in order to perform the ramp-up procedure. In addition, coming to a halt could
compromise the position integrity of the cable streaming behind the boat. If no firing is
allowed outside the survey area, under these mitigations, the ramp-up process would have
to occur within the area to be surveyed. This will result in a portion of each line being
shot with an under-powered source. Therefore, part of the survey area would not be fully
sampled, placing the survey results in conflict with the requirements in NTL 98-12 that
governed Aera’s 2001 shallow hazards survey execution plan. However:

1. When the survey boat finishes a line, the air gun can either be turned off until the
turn is completed, or powered down to 160 dB during the turn. Then, the air gun
can be ramped-up, per the mitigation schedule, in a ‘buffer’ area preceding the
next line to be surveyed. The buffer need only be as long as is necessary to
ramp-up the air gun from 160 dB to operational levels, estimated to be
approximately 0.7 nautical miles.

2. In the alternative, survey areas can be increased to incorporate a ‘ramp-up
buffer’ zone.

Please feel free to contact this office at 661/665-5515 should you have any questions
regarding the above matters.

Very truly yours,

NV, EEL M

T. E. Enders
Land Representative
Coastal Asset



Cc:

Delta Petroleum Corp.
Attn: Mr. Roger Parker
475 17" Street, Ste. 1400
Denver, CO 80202

Ogle Petroleum Inc.

Attn: Mr. Ron Heck

1224 Coast Village Circle, Ste. 36
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Samedan Oil Corporation
Attn: Mr. Cam Countryman
100 Glenborough Dr., Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77067-3610

Devon Energy Production Co., L.P.

Attn: Mr. Glen Maynard
20 N. Broadway, Ste. 1500
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

RAM Energy, Inc.

Attn: Mr. Drake Smiley
5100 E. Skelly Dr., Ste. 650
Tulsa, OK 74135-6549

Plains Exploration & Production Company

Attn: Mr. Thomas M. Gladney
700 Milam, Ste. 3100
Houston, TX 77002-2815

OLAC Resources, LL.C
Attn: Mr. Flint Ogle

743 Horizon Ct., Ste. 368
Grand Junction, CO 81506

Anadarko E & P Company
Attn: Mr. Rick A. Mayer
1201 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77380

TotalFinaElf E & P USA, Inc.
Attn: Mr. Mark Gregory

800 Gessner, Ste. 700
Houston, TX 77024
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'GUEST

- COMMENTARY

A

Y big oil companies have done:
again. oL E

'~ 'OnOct. 25, the federal MineralsManage- . |-

. ment Service (MMS) broughtthebig-oildog " |

“* and ponyshow to San Luis Obispo. About 150 .

_angry SLO County residents showedupto™
‘hear the MMS.consultant speak in'soothing,

- practiced tones -

-7 gbouthow

~wantourinput.’

'COOGER Study’

- Workshop. COOGERis an acronym for Cali-

. The workshop
- was ostensibly hel

Jornot.” - - . ST e
- Ttdidn'ttakelongforitto become obvious " :
that the study is designed tomake us feellike
_we're giving our input—but actually the de- |
. cisionsthatweremadelong agoandtheydidn't

-fornia Offshore Oil and Gas Energy Resouirces:
Apparently, it's also a euphemism for“off- - |

shore oil development whether youwantit

include us “hicks” here on the Central Coast. - -,

" Both the MMS consultantand the MMS'
. -official attheOct. 25 workshop admitted that -

" “the $1.5-million COOGER study is notapolicy-
- makingdocumentand will have no effecton
. the decisionto develop lease sites off our coast:-
_ - “Sowhybother?” was asked repeatedly by
' audience members, I neverdid hearagood - |

answer to that question. | :

concerns likeimpacts'to tourismand agri-.

- culture, - .

All oftheseissueswould need tobeaddressed

" if off-shore development were to occur, but
. what the MMS representatives seemed to
J _m%ss repeatedly is that the biggest on-shore '

o e e ot ol davalAanrontie

Jell, the federal governmentand the |

. Theycailed i}

- thisshowa .~

- have been countless spills into l_oqal creeks -
. and communities foryears. .. Lo

The Offshore OilIndusiy’s Slick= -
- Presentation DoesntWash .~ - ...
- BYPATVEESART -

“offshore oil proposals, we'need to talk about -

thelegacy of environmental damage that’

the oilcompanieshave left here in our county.
.TheGuadalupeDunes ﬂoatonageaofdﬂuem

that threatens marine wildlife, endangered

. shorebirds, and one of the mostbeautiful -

beachesin California.” =" " -

The town of Avila Beach sits on an oil spil!
threatening a thriving local economy and

o P degrading property values.
“: - muchthey - -

_The tank farm in San Luis Obispo blew up
backin the 1920s and the spill has not been -
leenedupyst. . o Lo o . o
_.There are leaks at the marine terminalin 7 "
Estero Bay, as yét not cleaned u1p, and there". -,

Tankeringactivity off our coastis aconstant’
threat to one of the most celebrated and -
‘priceless coastlinesin theentireworld.” 7% . -

'Ol facilities in San Ardo,Nipomo, Price = .
: Canyon, Morro Bay, AvilaBeach, and othersare.

polluting theair right now, and onlygod knows -
_whatelseisleaking. The facilitiesare unspeak-..
.ably-ugly,asifsdmeoneiptentionallyniedmeir -

| hardesttoinsultand degrade nature and twist -

‘it to making a profit at the expense ofallelse. -
Al thisis particularly hard to take given the . -
great natural beauty of ourarea. .- R

«.- Tosdy that the oil companieshave not beeﬁ L

‘good guests here is a gross understatement:;
The oil companies have behdved repres .

. herisibly here since day one, covering up their. .. -

-+ .activities, 1n wvingoff

. orbullying Joal gov-
 totalkabouton- SNSRI ernment, and ueat-”
“ shore constrainisto. - “mey ‘u ' e i eles - ingthelocals” with
offshore oil devel- The Oll compames have .utter disregard. They -
opment off of our R s S . ey . . havebeen"thehouse
. coz;e;.t, things like gir li‘a’éli‘?l‘v’éiq"‘i"&iﬁifﬁh%iﬁiﬁy, gue'stsfrtc;'lm 12311-,”-' v
quality, increase R - ~ ‘scaringthekids, -~ "
 tankeractivity, covenng up the!r_ . kickingthecat, - .
transportation 1s- e mgw o trashingeverything -
sues, industrial “ac- ] .- .- theytouch,eafingus °
. a es, buyin | y
cjxdents”(liikg exllijrllo- I B l N *d : . ﬁutofhouse and
sions and pipeiine : ome. - . o
'sp.ills,.theindustrij Oca _govem menrt’ an. e Andtheywon't
deaionotrurd freating localswith - B SIE"
wildlife habitatand- : H I themmnicely,and =
threatened animal . . Lﬁer ams ?‘gard‘ o - we'veasked them not
species, visualblight, = .o oot SR _“sonicely, bitjeez, - *
and socioeconomic

- theywon'ttake the

.. hint. Instead, tbéy propose tostay even longer;
- now they_h_aveanewfound“intcrest” inourcon*

" Give meabreak. Isitreally anywonder. .-

 that we're upset and walkout on their “nice® ’

meetings? -~ B
Wwall T'm sorrv. 1hate to berude; buttheoil -




- In'1986, Gountyvoters chose ot to leave the-
decision of building on-shore facilities that -

. “support offshore oil development to thewhim
- -‘of elected officials. They chose instead to pass
' 7an initiatiye that requiresa vote of the people.” -

e

to approvesuch facilities. The oil companies

. foughtthisbitterly, but in theend, the people

-'won at the Supreme Courtlevel.

One would think that the feds and the oil

. companies.could have taken a hint, but no.
They blithely went ahead with proposals for.
‘new lease sites until, in 1991, some 1,800 angry
Central Coastresidents turned outatahearing

~inSantaMaria and blasted MMSofficialsfor
* . ignoringtheirwishes. Fearing for theirskins, - -
" theMMSbediahasty retreat back to Washing- |

. - tonand decided that maybe we were serious. -

Asaresult, no newlease sites are proposed -
in the current Five-Year Plan. Instead, they,
are hell-benton developing existing leases

can'thelp themselves—butleave they must; -~ .

- So the message to the oil companies from; "

. the Central Coast isthis: Go away now! - .

 Where to go might be a problem, since .~ .

| their reputation precedes them. Howabout;, -

Texas or Iraq? They've done so manywon- 7

derful things in Ecuador, 'm suretheylove ;.. *

you there. Or maybe try Alaska. Of course

Alaskans do more than just threatento

- reachfortheirguns. .~ - Lo
Surely there'ssomeplace left on the planet :

- whereyou can findawelcome,but thatplace -
snothere. . . - o . F

- Wedo notwant oil development off our 3~
-coast, Notin 1986, notin 1991, notnow, and.

_notever. Goback to Washington and develop |

#atonal energypolicy thatisnotdependent -
upon wrecking our home. S

Tugt go A -

-~ will take Thié silverwais wheri they leave—thiey? o
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To Whom It May Congern:

Please add my and my family’s voices to those who contact you about offshore oil drilling. I
know that you can’t think that the beautiful drive along Santa Barbara’s coast is somehow
improved by oil rigs. ‘

There is no choice for me between using less fuel/higher fuel costs and a beautiful coastline
that’s been unspoiled mor millions of years.

.We pick the unspoiled view every time, whatever the personal cost to us.
Sincerely,

(st

Valerie Zachary





